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 Start the New Year with a new vision of purpose to succeed in stormy times by Letting God’s Commandments speak.
1) “Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, strength, and your neighbor as yourself. This is the first and greatest commandment.”
2) Obeying God’s commandments is like taking the steering wheel and letting the rudder of your ship be guided through life for God’s Purpose which keeps us
      safe from evil. The commandments are like a precious treasure that we need to
      produce the good fruits of God’s grace by the Holy Spirit.
3) “A new commandment I give to you. Love one another as I have loved you.”
4) “Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies the body. Now all has been heard; hear is the conclusion of the matter.  Fear God and keep His commandments; for this is the whole duty of man.” Proverbs 12: 12-13.
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                                              Let the Commandments Speak
Obeying God’s commands says more about love than following rules. Love is a choice first; that desires to serve, bless, honor, care for, redeem, cooperate, respect, and voluntarily submit to God’s plan of love whose foundation is rooted in His commands.  When we “Love God with all our heart, soul, mind, strength, and our neighbor as our self; and love one another as Christ has loved us”; then we fulfill all the laws in the scriptures and serve God’s purpose and plan for our life.
As we walk in obedience to God’s commandments it speaks to us about His grace, knowledge, wisdom, love, safety, protection, guidance, blessing, favor, and all the benefits of serving in the Kingdom of God.  
God’s commandments give us a holy fear, grace, and power to be attached to His Will by obedience through Jesus, the cross, and the love of God empowered by the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit gives us the power to connect to God the Father through Jesus. 

We spin our wheels giving assent to obeying a set of mechanical rules; driven by a legalistic mind set that kills by the letter of the law; rather than life by the spirit of God’s Grace. It becomes a dry walk of life without feelings for other weaknesses, failures, shortcomings, and creates a critical spirit that is negative, judgmental, and a meaningless pre-occupation of dos and don’ts. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is; there is liberty.” 
Obeying God’s commandment to “love God and others as He has loved us” lifts our spirit, builds up our life and relationships, and joins us with His kingdom vision, plan, and purpose to be fulfilled as God has directed us in His Word.  When we operate in God’s love, we fulfill every commandment He has given us. 
Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment; “love one another as I have loved you”; it helps us to fulfill all the law and the prophets.  That requires love that only God by His grace can give us for others, as He gave to us on the cross by His death.
Staying focused and connected to God by keeping His commandments gives us a sense of well being and purpose that keeps our life steady and flowing with God’s purpose and grace each day. This is our whole duty and fulfills every requirement that God has given us to do; it makes us happy and gives us a feeling of well being with God and the world around us.  
That is why we feel broken when we disobey God and our world crumbles and begins to fall apart.  No one can obey God in their own strength; it is impossible.  We need forgiveness every day all day, and the blood of Jesus washes us clean when we confess our sins, shortcomings, and failures to Jesus. We must also first forgive ourselves freely as Jesus has forgiven us. We stay connected to Jesus by constant confession and appropriation of our sins asking Him to forgive, wash, cleanse, and heal our brokenness with Him by the Holy Spirit. We can never become sinless; that’s why Jesus came to earth to die for our sins; otherwise, He would have died in vain.
God’s love is always faithful to immediately forgive, cleanse, and keep us on the move in our daily life. “If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” When we sin and don’t ask forgiveness it begins to pile up. Our sins get heavy and burden us so that we become encumbered, slow moving, and get short of hearing and eyesight.  Then as soon as we acknowledge and confess it; we are free and mobile again; and ready to move and enjoy the goodness of God’s grace. Each confession is an exercise of God’s love and faithfulness and we become strengthened as we learn and grow in Him.
These are the basics of life that we can never get away from; if we are going to live victorious lives for Jesus as He has commanded us; until we die. Does this seem too simplified a version of life to you? God says, “My yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
If we follow the rules of the Master; life can be easy and well oiled; even in difficult times by obeying His commands.  Life becomes more complicated when we try to do it without Jesus’ forgiveness and undeserved grace, and we try to do it our own way, the hard way. That is when we become encumbered again, burdened, and life becomes heavy and oppressive to us.
It must become a habit and way of life to constantly walk in freedom by keeping ourselves washed in the blood of Jesus, taking a bath, and removing the dirt from our heart, mind, soul, and spirit. As we grow in our faith, love, and experience of God’s unconditional love and mercy through good habits. We begin to realize that this is a way of life that we want to continue every day until we die. 
Ask for God’s wisdom in every relationship and decision of life each moment of every day. It is very peaceful and joyful to live in the power of God’s grace daily. As we become more understanding of God’s ways and rely upon His Spirit of Grace to renew, cleanse, and strengthen us. We begin to realize that the wonderful forgiveness, mercy, and grace that God gives us constantly must also be shared and given to others as Jesus has forgiven us. We cannot withhold it from others, or we will block it from ourselves.
Having God’s understanding working in and for us daily; enables us to go forward and live in freedom, strength, and victory. We are fulfilling God’s commandments and He can bless us more and more as we endeavor to help others also on their journey in life.
Follow the leadership, example, and pathway that Jesus has set for us at the cross and we will have His blessings in our life forever. In addition to the Bible a book that illustrates this better than any I have read is “The Calvary Road” by Roy Hess ion. It is an essential book to read and understand the basics of the spirit fulfilled life of obedience to God through the Holy Spirit. “Jesus said if I be exalted, I will draw all men unto me.”
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Pre-set Boundary’s, Laws, and Loyalties are given to us by the Holy Spirit in the New Covenant.
In the last days God says in Joel 2:28 and Acts 2:17-21. “I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.  I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
“The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First, He says: this is the new covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and will write them on their minds. Then He adds: their sins and lawless acts I will remember them no more.” Heb 10:15-17,  
Heb.8:10-13 NIV “In that He says, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.”
_____________________________________________________________________

                                         2010 Blogs

                                              April
“Dear Friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands, and do what pleases him. And this is the command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.  Those who obey his commandments live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us:  We know it by the Spirit, he gave us.” I John 3:21 NIV
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                                                    Tithing the First Fruits
The first fruits of our labor belong to God, and we should not hang on to God’s money because it becomes a liability or curse to us.  In this last year I was tithing but not very timely and making sure other bills were paid first. I have many times in the past tried the first fruits method and it always backfired on me creating a negative financial situation for me. I heard a sermon on tithing that holding on to the first fruits is as the sin of Achan that defeated the whole nation of Isreal. At first, I dismissed it as the preacher trying to fill their coffers with as much money as possible. Over a period of several months the Holy Spirit began to urge me to try it again and prove God’s blessing in my life.

As I began to send out my checks to my preferred Gospel ministries the Holy Spirit began to change my hearts attitude about it, and I became a willing participant in God’s command to tithe my first fruits to Him immediately. Now I can hardly wait to get paid to send out my first tithe checks to good gospel ministries.  It has made such a difference in my attitude toward money, my future, and hope for today and tomorrow to face it with more joy and anticipation.  

For the last year I have been agreeing with God and His word about my life and confessing Jesus’ favor in every area of my life. The ministry of Joel Osteen has been a great help and encouragement to articulate God’s favor in every area of my life. 
Recently I heard a sermon on Jesus being the first fruits of our life and confessing (agreeing) with God’s word for every need to be fulfilled by Jesus.  Acknowledging

Jesus favor in every area and detail of my life has been proving God’s word and the connection to tithing the first fruits and enjoying His favor seeing it abound in my life. 

The more I confess Jesus’ favor and tithe my first fruits; by articulating that my first checks get written and put in the mail immediately.  The more I am being blessed to serve God in more favorable ways.  It makes a difference.
Are we as a nation robbing God of the first fruits of our offerings that become a curse to us because we have been hanging on to God’s money unwisely; which does not belong to us?  In Malachi 3:6-12 God tells him how that robbing Him can curse a nation and its people as a result, and that we should prove Him to see if He will cause all our crops to bring forth fruit and he will prevent pests from destroying our crops and vines, and all the nations will call us blessed because of it.
Robbing God
6” I the Lord do not change. So, you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7   Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord Almighty.
But you ask, how are we to return? 8 Will a man rob God?  Yet you rob me. But you ask, how do we rob you?  In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse- the whole nation of you- because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the flood gates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit, says the Lord Almighty.  12 Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land, says the lord Almighty.” 
Confess Jesus’ favor in every area of your life, tithe the first fruits immediately, and give God the glory for all He has done in your life, and you will be blessed forever.

_______________________________________________________________________
                                  2010 Blogs

                                                      June
                                                Love Rules
As we obey God’s commandments from a heart of love (freely, voluntarily) through the power of the Holy Spirit; it allows God’s commandments to speak to us and unfold His plan for us, as we walk side by side with his Son Jesus daily.
It is equal to and summarily greater than the wisdom and understanding of Solomon (the most wise, rich, and influential king in the Bible).  He wrote in his final chapter and verse in Ecclesiastes 12:11-14 in agreement by saying.
                    “11 The words of the wise are like goads, their collected 
                    sayings like firmly embedded nails-given by one Shepherd. 
                    12 Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them. Of
                     making many books there is no end, and much study wearies
                     the body. 13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion 
                    of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this
                     is the whole duty of man. 14 For God will bring every deed
                     into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is 
                     good or evil.”
The wisdom Solomon possessed is even greater through Jesus Christ. Such wisdom will become known and commonplace for God’s saints who live, abide, and know Him intimately (if anyone lacks wisdom let him ask of God; who freely will give to all who ask) with all His riches in Glory to glorify Him, the Father in Heaven.
“A new commandment I give to you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34 NIV
_____________________________________________________________________
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                           Loving God’s Commandments
Do you love God?  Do you love his commandments? Do you love God’s Word?
  John the beloved disciple writes to us about loving God.  

“1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin.  But if anyone does sin (that’s all of us), we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ the Righteous One.  2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 3 We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. 4 The man who says, “I know him,” but does not do what He commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, God’s love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: 6 whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.
7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 8 Yet I am writing a new command; its truth is seen in him and you, because the darkness is passing, and the true light is already shining.
9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness.10 Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble. 11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him.”
I John 2:1-11 NIV 

Love One Another

“11 This is the message you have heard from the beginning: we should love one another.
12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him?  Because his own actions were evil, and his brothers were righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. 14 We know we have passed from death unto life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him.” I John 3:11-15 NIV 
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     “The blessing of the Lord makes us rich, and He adds no sorrow with it.”
In today’s world it is the normal thing to do to follow the world and all its pleasures.
Jesus said, “Be not afraid, I have overcome the world”.  Jesus must be the principal, central figure, partner, and number one person in our life to save us, keep us, and

deliver us into his prosperity. 

Keep Jesus number one in your life.  He can deliver us, and we will all know that He is the Only Way.
I am going in for triple by-pass surgery this month and I don’t know when I will be back. I appreciate your prayers. I am going on a surgery sabbatical.
