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                  “BE STILL AND KNOW THAT  I AM GOD”
Guard your heart. Keep your walls up against offences, and forgive
those who do not like you and hate you; they will probably never like you because they are jealous of the favor, forgiveness, love, and blessing God has given you.
All the turmoil that is going on around us in this world; you can still be at peace with God every day of the year. 2019 has been a monumental year of conflict, controversary, lies, and deceit. The truth will always stand over time. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life, and no man comes to the Father except through me.”

For millennia’s Jesus has been standing as the truth that God, His Father, through the Holy Spirit has been telling the world that; “Jesus is the way, and no one comes to the Father except through Him.” Jesus died for the whole world so that we can live eternally in Heaven with Him. Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and God the Father are the truth, and they will stand forever. Jesus, His Truth will stand through this Millennium, and the Millenniums to come, and forever. Choose Jesus. Scripture refs: Isa. 46:10, John 14:6
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                                THOSE WHO WAIT UPON THE LORD
1) “Shall” means unconditional and is repeated 4 x in this scripture verse. Wait is a command term to arrest or stop. Wait, stop here while the Lord does something. Wait on the Lord means just exactly what it says. We wait on the Lord to see what His plans confirm; says, does, thinks, and manifests while we wait patiently and seek the Lord. We wait until we receive God’s understanding, wisdom, instructions, and peace for our next step. Grace, wisdom, and favor for one step and one day at a time. Like waiting in the upper room.
2) “But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength, they (I) shall mount up with wings like eagles, they (I) shall run and not get weary, they (I) shall walk and not faint. Isa 40: 31. KJV”
3) “We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from ourselves. We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed. Through suffering, our bodies continue to share in the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirit is being renewed every day. 
II Cor 4: 7-10, 16 NLT.”
4) It is an unconditional promise from God that is full of faith, victory, love, hope, grace, and the mercy of God. You could say it is God’s formula for renewable energy. James 1:4 says, “Let patience have her perfect work, that you may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. KJV”
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                                                  Psalm 18: 1-30 NLT
1 I love you, LORD; you are my strength. 

2 The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my savior; my God is my rock, in whom I find protection. He is my shield, the power that saves me, and my place of safety. 

3 I called on the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and he saved me from my enemies. 

4 The ropes of death entangled me; floods of destruction swept over me. 

5 The grave wrapped its ropes around me; death laid a trap in my path. 

6 But in my distress, I cried out to the LORD; yes, I prayed to my God for help. He heard me from his sanctuary; my cry to him reached his ears. 

7 Then the earth quaked and trembled. The foundations of the mountains shook; they quaked because of his anger. 

8 Smoke poured from his nostrils; fierce flames leaped from his mouth. Glowing coals blazed forth from him. 

9 He opened the heavens and came down; dark storm clouds were beneath his feet. 

10 Mounted on a mighty angelic being, he flew, soaring on the wings of the wind. 

11 He shrouded himself in darkness, veiling his approach with dark rain clouds. 

12 Thick clouds shielded the brightness around him and rained down hail and burning coals. 

13 The LORD thundered from heaven; the voice of the Most High resounded amid the hail and burning coals. 
14 He shot his arrows and scattered his enemies; great bolts of lightning flashed, and they were confused. 15 Then at your command, O LORD, at the blast of your breath, the bottom of the sea could be seen, and the foundations of the earth were laid bare. 

16 He reached down from heaven and rescued me; he drew me out of deep waters. 

17 He rescued me from my powerful enemies, from those who hated me and were too strong for me. 

18 They attacked me at a moment when I was in distress, but the LORD supported me. 

19 He led me to a place of safety; he rescued me because he delights in me. 

20 The LORD rewarded me for doing right; he restored me because of my innocence. 

21 For I have kept the ways of the LORD; I have not turned from my God to follow evil. 

22 I have followed all his regulations; I have never abandoned his decrees. 

23 I am blameless before God; I have kept myself from sin. 

24 The LORD rewarded me for doing right. He has seen my innocence. 

25 To the faithful you show yourself faithful; to those with integrity you show integrity. 

26 To the pure you show yourself pure, but to the crooked you show yourself shrewd. 

27 You rescue the humble, but you humiliate the proud. 

28 You light a lamp for me. The LORD, my God, lights up my darkness. 

29 In your strength I can crush an army; with my God I can scale any wall. 

30 God’s way is perfect. All the Lord’s promises prove true. He is a shield for all who look to him for protection. 
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                                   BE WHO JESUS WANTS YOU TO BE
Jesus wants us to be like him. Jesus Is All the fruits of the Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, goodness, kindness, gentleness, faith, meekness, longsuffering (patient), and self-control.  He is forgiving, merciful, wise, encouraging, our masterful designer and creator. He has the master plan, He is a warrior, He is our Savior, Lord, and He alone knows how to motivate and direct us daily by His Holy Spirit.
Don’t let others pressure you into being something other than what Jesus wants you to be; like Him. Spouses and families are good at applying pressure to be either like them or like the world.  You cannot model Jesus and be like the world; it ain’t happening baby. Just as this grammar is wrong; so, it will be if you have two masters. You will cling to the one and despise the other. Hollywood is not the Christian model of Jesus Christ. You are the only one who can choose for yourself.
Each person is responsible for their own happiness, not their spouse, family, friends, employer, or business. It starts with you and Jesus. Jesus wants you and He loves you.
Jesus died a cruel death on the cross for you because of your sins. He was buried, He went to hell and took away the keys of death and hell from Satan. He resurrected, went to Heaven, sits at the right hand of God the Father, and He intercedes for each one of us day and night. Now that is undeniably the greatest Love ever.
In a moment you can be like Jesus. Yes, that is the reality of accepting Jesus into your heart; that is where it starts; and if you die a second later you will be with Jesus in heaven; throughout eternity. Now that is a good deal and the best offer any of us will ever receive while living here on this earth. Jesus bought us, paid for our redemption with His blood, and we are saved by His grace; not by any of our works. The only work we can do is choose to accept Jesus by His grace; and we need to do that to make it a reality; and it lasts for a lifetime, eternally, and forever.

“All of us have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. There is none good; no not even one; God says.” … “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son; that whoever believes in Him (Jesus); shall not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16.
One simple choice and you can be saved, redeemed, and live forever with Jesus in Heaven where He is building a mansion for everyone. Don’t miss it!! Amen!
Share this message, print it, put it on your refrigerator door, wall, or send a copy to your friends. If they accept Jesus; you can all be in Heaven together. 

“They overcame by the blood of the Lamb and their testimony. Rev 12:11” Amen!
                                                                                                         Print it and share it.
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                                     Who and What is Your Identity?
There are thousands and thousands of organizations, people, nature, idols, wood, stone, and metal, etc. that people identify with as their symbol of identity. People identify themselves with something outside of themselves.
For the Christians: our only real identity; other than our name; must be the Blood of Jesus. “They overcame by the blood of the Lamb and their testimony” Rev 12:11. We are saved and washed in the blood of Jesus by faith and the forgiveness of our sins, and that is what makes us Christians Matt 26:28. We believe and are saved by grace through faith in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus at the cross. Jesus died for our sins and bought us with His blood. 
No other identity has any merit or purpose in the Kingdom of God. “Without the shedding of blood (Jesus) there is no forgiveness of sins Matt 26:28”. “I John 1:9 If we confess our sins; He (Jesus) is faithful and just and will forgive our sins; and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” The only status I claim is faith in the blood of Jesus. I am a Child of the Highest God.
It is so easy to get away from the real message of the Cross of Jesus in our everyday activities. Too much junk and business to process and not enough quality time with Jesus each day; before we walk out the door to go to our activities.
Read and confess out loud in private each day I AM before you walk out the door. “I Agree with God by Faith that I am Who Jesus says I Am” Page 11 (print it).  It gives you positive perspective, strength, healing, makes you feel good about yourself, and you know you are agreeing with God about who you are in Christ Jesus. 
Invite Jesus into your heart: Lord Jesus come into my heart, save me by your grace, and give me your eternal life. I am a sinner, I confess my sins, I ask your forgiveness, wash me clean in your blood, and make me as white as snow. I make you the Lord of my life. 
Jesus, I confess by faith, and I praise and thank you, that I am now forgiven, saved, washed, and cleansed in your blood. I am born again. I am a new creation in Christ Jesus. Jesus you are living in my heart right now, and you will never leave me or forsake me. In Jesus name I pray, Amen.                                                     
                                                        2019 Blogs
                                             www.giftsofmercy.org
                    BE IN THE CENTER OF GOD’S WILL EVERY DAY
“16 Rejoice always, 17) pray continually, 18) give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus (daily). 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 21 but test them all; hold on to what is good. 22 Reject every kind of evil. 23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. I Thess. 5: 16-23 NIV.”
Being in the center of God’s will is not complicated. God’s people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Paul’s message to the Thessalonians is about the Day of the Lord and how to know that day. We are in that time frame period, I believe.
Paul is saying to focus on the things that matter to keep a live viable relationship with Jesus Christ each new day, filled with the Holy Spirit, and this is how to do it. Many people worry about and spend endless time and energy trying to figure out God’s will. Paul says do these things and you will be in the center of God’s will each day. 
“This is the day the Lord has made. I will rejoice and be glad in it.” 
1) Rejoice always 2) pray continually 3) Give thanks in and for everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 4) Obey God, and do not quench the Holy Spirit’s power to prove God’s will each day by His grace by giving thanks. 5) Abstain from all appearances of evil. Don’t offend others by a false or negative impression. 6) Hold fast to that which is good and right. 7) And the God of peace will sanctify your whole spirit, soul, and body, and preserve you blameless until Jesus Christ returns. Wow, that covers everything in our life from a-z. Amen! 
Praising God in and for everything releases our faith to let God prove His will in our circumstances each day. Trusting God by faith gives us His success, love, and it puts our problems on His shoulder. We have no need to worry; now we can rest; enjoy the day, enjoy our family, enjoy our job; enjoy our life; while God is working out everything for our good according to His good, acceptable, perfect will, and purpose. It deals with our anger, frustrations, fear, bitterness, impatience, misunderstandings, and allows God to make it a learning experience for His Glory. “Let Patience have her perfect work, that you may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. Jas 1:4” KJV                                                                                    Print and Share it. 
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                   Spiritual Basics for Happiness, Peace, and Blessings Today                        

1) Learn to forgive: Start by asking and choosing to receive Jesus Christ’s forgiveness first, by accepting Him as your Savior and Lord. Then forgive yourself second, and others next as Jesus has forgiven you. Be reconciled to God daily. See page 12.
2) Learn to be humble: It takes humility to receive God’s grace and love daily. It is a daily choice to practice God’s grace. They are interchangeable actions and choices; one cannot be without the other; humility, grace, and love they are synonymous and honorable.
3) Learn to Love God First: He loved us first and we can see and learn what He has already done for us at the cross by reading His Word. 1) He died for us 2) He became our servant by his death 3) He commanded us to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbor as ourselves. 4) and love one another. I John 4:19, John 13: 34, 35. Love God first, yourself next, and others as yourself, as He has loved us.
4) Learn to Love Yourself: by loving God first, yourself second, and others next. You      cannot love others if you don’t love and accept yourself first; then you will know how to love and accept others in the same way. It is a healthy love and you will know what to do. “Love covers a multitude of sins.” Don’t speak negative things about yourself or others. Practice grace, forgiveness, and love constantly on yourself first; then others. It takes discipline to speak correctly about yourself as a “New creation in Christ Jesus created in God’s Image”. 2 Cor 5:17.
5) Learn How to Practice the Art of Loving God and Yourself Daily: Start every day by agreeing with God by faith that you are who and what God says about you. I have prepared a list called “I AM” (page 11), that you can get started with and then add your own personalized items from scripture. Agreeing with God daily out loud in private builds up your spirit, mind, soul, and helps to heal your body as you exercise your agreement with God. It helps you to become One with God. It is more powerful than physical exercise. It builds a positive attitude and testimony of the faithful God we serve. 
6) Learn How to Practice and have a Good Attitude Daily: “Rejoice and be glad. This is the day the Lord has made; I will rejoice and be glad in it.” Practice the joy of the Lord by quoting scripture to God and praising Him for and in all things. “I give thanks in and for all things in Christ Jesus for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you daily.” I Thess 5: 18. “He who sacrifices thank offerings honors Me. And He prepares the way so that I may show him the Salvation of God. Ps 50: 23.”  Depression will leave you.
7) Learn how to practice self-control: “The fruit of the Holy Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, kindness, goodness, faith, and temperance (self-control); against such there is no law. Gal 5:22.” There is no law to stop you from practicing God’s love. Be controlled by God’s love, grace, forgiveness, and mercy every day! You will feel awesome, positive, and full of the grace of God. When temptation comes “Submit yourself to God; resist the devil; and he will flee from you.” Start your day with prayer and praise.
8) Learn How to be a God Covenant Maker, Keeper, and Giver: It will bless your life tremendously, protect you, and heal you. Obey God’s command to love Him with all your heart, tithe 10% of all the first fruits of your income immediately when you receive any money. Don’t delay, don’t procrastinate, God’s anointing and promise is on your first fruits tithe for safety, protection, health, wealth, peace, blessings in your life 360 degrees, no plagues, and everything will be blessed. Keep covenant with God and your spouse until death do you part; it’s scriptural. 2 Cor. 11:2-3.                                                 (Print and share it)
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        DON’T BE AFRAID
For I have chosen you
    and will not throw you away.
10 Don’t be afraid, for I am with you.
    Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you.
    I will hold you up with my victorious right hand.

11 “See, all your angry enemies lie there,
    confused and humiliated.
Anyone who opposes you will die
    and come to nothing.
12 You will look in vain
    for those who tried to conquer you.
Those who attack you
    will come to nothing.
13 For I hold you by your right hand—
    I, the Lord your God.
And I say to you,
    ‘Don’t be afraid. I am here to help you.
14 Though you are a lowly worm, O Jacob,
    don’t be afraid, people of Israel, for I will help you.
I am the Lord, your Redeemer.
    I am the Holy One of Israel.’
15 You will be a new threshing instrument
    with many sharp teeth.
You will tear your enemies apart,
    making chaff of mountains.
16 You will toss them into the air,
    and the wind will blow them all away;
    a whirlwind will scatter them. Isaiah 41:9b-16.
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                                               CHOOSE JESUS TODAY!
God gives us grace for one day at a time. Tomorrow is not here yet and Jesus has cast yesterday’s sins into the bottom of the sea. We are not assured that we will live until tomorrow. Today is the day of salvation. Ps. 68:19.
“God’s mercy endures forever.” Ps. 136.  His mercy helps us to resolve all our past and present issues; and He will be with us until death. Jesus said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” Heb. 13:5, Rom. 8:38.
Everyday we make choices to serve God or Self, and at the end of the day we need to reconcile our day with God. We need to confess our sins, I John 1:9, and ask Jesus for forgiveness, forgive ourselves, and others; in that order.  Let Jesus slay the giants of sin in our life and cleanse us from all unrighteousness through His blood. 
All our own efforts are in vain. All our trespasses and offenses are sin. Let no man think that they can go a day without sinning. “He that says he has no sin deceives himself and the love of God is not in him”. 1 John 1:8. Faith, love, forgiveness, and obedience are the only efforts and choices that please God by His Grace. Eph 2: 8, 9.
Our love for God and others is the fruit of our obedience to God. Everything else is dead works. Thank God for loving us first; so, we can love, serve God, and others by His Grace. 
Father, I humble myself daily and pray that you will help me to retain, understand, and obey your love commands, truths, wisdom, and principals by your Holy Spirit to help me resolve any hardness, insensitivity, and maintain the knowledge of God to grow into a mature and pure vessel of love for God’s glory, amen!
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Recently I went to see and experience The Ark Encounter in Williamstown, Ky. It is a live size replica of Noah’s Ark in the bible times during the flood that covered the whole earth. If you are a Christian, or not, like history, and or a spiritual person? I would recommend you go to see it. “As in the days of Noah”; so, we are living in the Last Days, the Bible says.
You will walk away from that experience with a new understanding of the flood, see how it relates to today’s life experiences, and help you to measure your days according to God’s plan for you in these evil last days. It will also give you fresh new knowledge to counter act the culture of today with new wisdom, knowledge, and understanding to help others. The food is awesome, it is fun, entertaining, and a great three-day mini vacation.
                                        I AM

                                                                                                                                                                                           Name________________________________________  
I agree with God by Faith that I am who Jesus says I Am.
“I am as You Are, in Christ Jesus.” I John 4:17 KJV.
“I am forgiven and loved by God” John 3:16, I John 1:9.

“I am washed in the blood of Jesus Christ” John 3:16.

“I am anointed by God’s love” John 13: 34. 

“I have the mind and memory of Christ Jesus” I Cor 2:16 KJV.
“I am a masterpiece. Eph 2:10” I am an original. I love myself. I am beautiful and smart.

“I am a new creation in Christ Jesus, created in His Image” 2 Cor 5:17 KJV. 

“I am the righteousness of God, in Christ Jesus” 2 Cor 5:21 KJV.

“I am fearfully and wonderfully made” Ps 139:14 KJV. I am not mediocre. I have a good personality.

“I am Royalty, a King, a Son, a Queen, a Daughter” I John 2:28, 29 KJV.

I am excellent in every way, I am not average, I am amazing, I am talented.

I am healthy, whole, and I have the body and skin of my youth. I have Jesus Christ’s superior brain, mind, memory. IQ, and double blessing. “The best days of my life are ahead of me. John 3:16”
I am strong, courageous “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” Phil 4:13 KJV.
“With God all things are possible for me” Mt 19:21, Mk 10:27, Job 42:2 KJV.

“It is not I, but Christ in me... Not by might, or by power, but by my Spirit says, The Lord.”

“When I am weak, then I am strong” 2 Cor 12:10, “The joy of the Lord is my strength” Neh. 8:10. 

“My strength is made perfect in weakness” 2 Cor 12: 9, “The joy of the Lord is my strength.” 

“The blessing of the Lord makes me Rich, and He adds no sorrow with it.” Prov 10:22, Mal 3:10

“I love God because He first loved me. I John 4:19” KJV.
“I Love the Lord with all my heart, soul, mind, strength, and my neighbor as myself.” Mark 12:30. 

“I love God and others as Jesus has loved me. John 13: 34.” I thank God daily for and in everything.

I love God perfectly and He casts out all fear. “God’s perfect love casts out all fear” I John 4:18. 

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, good tidings, salvation, and who say to Zion “Your God Reigns!” Isa 52: 7”.
I am fully favored of God. “I will live a long and satisfied life-Ps 91:16”, I am full of God’s wisdom, 

I am secure, prosperous, accepted, valuable, equipped. “I am free-John 8:36 KJV”, “I am healed by Jesus stripes- Isa 53:4-5, I Pet 2:24 KJV”. “I am a child of the Most High God-Ps 82:6, Gal 3:26-29 KJV.”  

“Jesus makes all things new. Rev 21:5”, “My youth is being renewed like an eagle. Ps 103:5.”      

(Search the scriptures and fill in unreferenced lines to help you grow)
“Those who wait upon the Lord, shall renew their strength, they (I) shall mount up with wings like eagles, they (I) shall run and not be weary, they (I) shall walk and not faint. Isa 40:31. KJV”
“I give thanks in and for everything, for this is God’s will for me in Christ Jesus today. I Thess 5:18”. 

“Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem: they will prosper who love Thee. Ps. 122:6”.
“For it is by grace you are saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the free gift of God—not by works, so no one can boast. Eph 2: 8-9 KJV.”  Invite Jesus into your heart today!

I am God’s best where I am. I love my calling and my job. I will accomplish my dreams. 

I have boundless energy, and love from God, and love of God. Lord you are greater than all my enemies; you are my hiding place. I seek God daily for my life. I choose the life of Jesus Christ today. I am happy with the table God has prepared for me. I am out of debt. I have God’s crown of favor.
“As for me and my house: we will fear and serve the Lord; all the days of our lives. “I call things that are not as though they were/are. Rom 4:17 KJV” My youth is being renewed like an eagle.
 “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. Matt 19: 29 NIV”
If God be for me who can be against me. I shall not die, but live, and declare God’s mighty works.

We declare and celebrate daily ‘who we are in Christ Jesus’ and rise to become God’s Sons and Daughters.      
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Loving and Forgiving Myself Daily as Jesus has Loved and Forgiven Me.
A daily routine of forgiveness to cleanse and wash myself in the blood of Jesus; is like spiritual breathing and taking a shower; it becomes habit, routine, and automatic in my mind, conscience, and spirit. I can’t take a shower that will last for a lifetime; if I don’t shower every day I will stink. When I asked Jesus to come into my heart and forgive my sins; He did; but I still sin daily because I am human and imperfect. I settle my accounts every day; my sins (dirt, bad behavior, habits, faults. etc.) daily at bedtime; by confessing my sins and washing myself in the blood of Jesus. (“He died for our sins not our excuses; if we will call sin; anything less than God’s best.” *The Calvary Road by Roy Hession.). Jesus will forgive and cleanse us as He promised. We are not talking about salvation here; we are talking about practicing good principles; virtue, being wise, positive, responsible, clean, a good soldier, attractive, beautiful, lovely, healthy, and excellent saints that glorify God. “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. I John 1:8 KJV”. 
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from (All unrighteousness). I John 1:9.”  

Jesus said on the cross “It is finished” our Salvation. “He has cast our sins into the depth of the sea and will remember them no more.”  So why are you still remembering your sins? Praise God for His forgiveness, forgive yourself, others, and keep on moving. The day is over!  Jesus is Worthy! Start a new day tomorrow!! REST! “God gives his beloved sleep.” Live guilt free. 
………………………………………………………………………....................................................
A Daily Prayer for Forgiveness and Reconciliation


Father, I ask forgiveness for all the sins I have committed today in my heart, mind, soul, spirit, and body; both spiritually and physically; in my thoughts, deeds, actions, inactions, and attitudes. 
Jesus, I confess my sins, and I ask your forgiveness. Freely as you have forgiven me; I freely also forgive myself, and all those who have sinned against me today.

Thank you for washing me and cleansing me in Your Blood and making me clean in Jesus name. You are giving yourself, and others, a bath in the love of God, purifying yourself, and keeping short accounts with God; this is healthy. “If we do not forgive others; neither can God forgive us. Matt. 6:14,15.”

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

If it sounds over simplified; it is the simplicity that trips up people. “My yoke is easy my burden is light.”
The more you practice forgiveness the easier it becomes; until it becomes habit, it is a way of life, do it every day. 

Do you want to be saved? Jesus loves you. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” It is not difficult; it is easy, get started; call on Jesus today. The thief on the cross said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” That is confirmation of Christ’s forgiveness and its simplicity. Invite Jesus into your heart today!

How do you eat an elephant? One bite at a time. It is God’s command to forgive 490 times, if needed.  Forgiveness works for you intentionally, internally, and it releases God’s love in you, and brings inner peace, healing, and blessing.  It gets down to the roots and absolves the problems. When do you know you have forgiven, or been forgiven completely? When God’s peace has taken away the pain and negative memories. Put your trust and faith in Christ’s worthiness and promises alone. “He is our only Mediator and Advocate between God and Man. I Tim 2:5.”      

This is the fight for our life, in Christ Jesus daily. We are a new creation in Christ Jesus, and all old things are passed away and become new. God always loves you “John 3:16”.              Print, post, and share it.                                                                                                                                                        
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                 A RELEVANT CHALLENGE FOR TODAY
ZEPHANIAH 2: 1-3 NLT
A CALL TO REPENTANCE

1. Gather together—yes, gather together, you shameless nation. 2. Gather before judgment begins, before your time to repent is blown away like chaff. Act now, before the fierce fury of the Lord falls and the terrible day of the Lord’s anger begins. 3. Seek the Lord, all who are humble, and follow his commands. Seek to do what is right and to live humbly. Perhaps even yet the Lord will protect you—protect you from his anger on that day of destruction.
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 Matthew 5: The Beatitudes:
JESUS: Teaching about the Law:
17 “Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose.18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not even the smallest detail of God’s law will disappear until its purpose is achieved. 19 So if you ignore the least commandment and teach others to do the same, you will be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But anyone who obeys God’s laws and teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.” 20 But I warn you—unless your righteousness is better than the righteousness of the teachers of the religious law and the Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven!” NLT
It takes God’s Love, Grace, Forgiveness, and Mercy to Obey God’s Love Commandment. (John 13:34-35, Lev 19:18, Heb 2:8) We cannot do it of ourselves lest we boast; it is the Grace of God.
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“For by Grace are you saved through faith, it is the gift of God” …. Our hope makes us not ashamed…And our love from God first, makes us victorious to the end with no occasion to stumble. 
“And hereby we do know that we know Him if we keep His commandments. He that saith, I know Him, and keeps not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keeps His Word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in Him. (It is the proof).  He that saith he abides in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He (Jesus) walked.”  I John 2: 36 KJV.  
Ps 119: 89-100 KJV.   “Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven. 

90 Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abides91 They continue this day according to thine ordinances: for all are thy servants.
92 Unless thy law had been my delights, I should then have perished in my affliction.

93 I will never forget thy precepts: for with them thou hast quickened me. 
94 I am thine, save me: for I have sought thy precepts.

95 The wicked have waited for me to destroy me: but I will consider thy testimonies.

96 I have seen an end of all perfection: but thy commandment is exceeding broad.

97 O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.
98 Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than my enemies: for they are ever with me.

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation.

100 I understand more than the ancients, I keep thy precepts.     Print, post, and share it.
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                                RUNNING OUR RACE
Daniel 12:3 “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” KJV
Wise people are covenant makers and keepers. “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandment: and his commandments are not grievous. I John 5:3 KJV”
Daniel 11 32-32 “He (Satan) will flatter and win over those who have violated the covenant. But the people who do know their God will be strong and will resist him. NLT”
Both men and women want to rule by their flesh; it is in our hearts by the law of sin from the garden. But Jesus ruled by dying on the cross for our sins so we can live a righteous and victorious life through Him. Jesus gave us power under His Covenant of Love to die to our flesh and serve in grace, forgiveness, humility, and submission one to another. “Love one another as I have loved you.” John 13:34-35. We need to ask God for His love, wisdom, and understanding for these end times.                
We overcome by the Blood of the Lamb and our testimony of faith in Jesus Christ, our covenant with God and our marriage covenant partners in Christ Jesus, through forgiveness and love by His grace. God’s justice comes by forgiving, loving, honoring, and serving one another as Jesus has served us by giving His life for us. Jesus allowed Himself to be abused, crucified, slandered without saying a word in His defense, hated, murdered by the Jews in a public trial, and mocked with a crown of thorns to prove His love for us. “Even Jesus came not to be ministered to but to minister.” Matt 20:28 KJV, Mk 10:45.
I believe the most egregious sins we are spewing out on each other both Christians and non-Christians alike are slander, lying, gossiping, hating, and allowing evil thoughts and imaginations about one another and against God. Ref: Nahum 1:7-15 KJV.  We cannot tell the difference between light and darkness anymore. We look like the world, act like the world, because we are more attached to this world than we are to God. Who do you belong to: God, Jesus, or this World?   
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               LAW AND GRACE, THE PERFECT BALANCE
“The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple Ps 19:7 KJV”.  God’s Grace gives us the works of God that He ordained; that we cannot perform by ourselves lest we could boast. We need the Law and the Holy Spirit to constantly remind us of what God expects of us; and we need His Grace, and the Holy Spirit to perform and do God’s perfect will that He died for on the cross. “For by Grace are you saved by faith; and it is not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest anyone should boast. Eph 2: 8-9”. 
If I am traveling too fast and I see a police officer. I must immediately slow down, or I risk being pulled over and given a ticket for speeding because I am breaking the law. I need constant reminding that I am not above the law, and I cannot do as I please even though I am saved by God’s grace. People cannot drive at random doing anything they want, or they will crash, and someone may die. We need to follow the traffic laws so we will all get to our destinations safely. Grace alone will not help me endure to the end of my journey, if I don’t abide by the law of God and man. I will end up in prison or die early because I neglected and broke the law of God and pursued my own definition of grace by doing as I please!
An airplane is heavier than air and gravity; and can only function by having enough thrust, power, and balance to use the law of aerodynamics to fly by using speed; to control the weight and gravity forces. In the same way law and grace must work together or our life will crash and burn early. 
“For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous (burdensome, negative, difficult KJV, RSV, LB).  I John 5:3 ASV”
“But those who trust (wait-KJV) in the Lord shall find new strength, they will soar high on wings like eagles, they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not faint.” Isa 40:31NLT”
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                              WHAT ARE YOU SURE OF TODAY?
In today’s world of high drama, fake news, censorship, rebellion, witchcraft, hatred, lying, control, war, dominance, high-tech master mining, manipulation, deception, greed, corruption, abuse, and all the sins that can be named under the sun? How can we be sure of anything? If there is one thing you are sure of; what is it?  
Scripture says, “Whatever is not of faith is sin.” Rom 14:23KJV.  So that must mean that only our faith, or faith in Jesus, God’s Son, can be trusted to be a sure foundation of truth, love, support, merit, wisdom, honor, and tangible evidence to measure the truth. Jesus said, “Shall I find faith on the earth when I come? Luke 18:8 KJV”. Jesus died for all the sins of the world, and He overcame the world.  “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. I John 2:2”.  Jesus did not die in vain! My salvation is sure, and I can know for sure I am saved by faith.   “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.  I John 5:13 KJV”.
What is sure? “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. Ps 19:7 KJV”.
Well, have you heard the word “Spirit” lately in loving connection to God, The Holy Spirit?  “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. John 4:24 KJV.”  “God is Love” John 4:16.”  To an unbeliever that can sound trite like thin air, but to a believer it is the foundation of our daily existence for our spiritual, mental, emotional, and physical, strength, wellness, hope, and being.  “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Heb 11:1” KJV.
My faith is the only thing that I can be sure of and depend on for my daily existence, my relationship to God, myself, and others that give me hope! All other things are temporal, worldly, and do not satisfy long term on earth.  We need both a heavenly and earthly perspective to balance our present and future well being and outlook.  God must be our priority and focus to meet our daily needs here on this earth. “For our citizenship is in heaven, from where we also wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. Matt 3:2, 7:21.”  We have a dual citizenship on earth and in Heaven.  “For we are sojourners before Thee, and tenants, as all our fathers where our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no hope. We are only pilgrims traveling through this earth on our way to Heaven. I Chron 29:15KJV.
Seek first God’s Kingdom work and ministries by faith. They are the key components that balance our faith in God, our fellowman, and the church.  Taking care of our brothers and sisters in Christ comes first; it is the priority set up by God in the New Testament to have all things in common. “All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. Acts 4:32 NIV.”  Second, then we can help unbelievers; if we have the monetary goods and ability to do so. If we have our priority’s reversed; the church gets fat and they sit on their hands, money, buildings, retirement, and they don’t take care of God’s business; His people in need at home. God’s people are the Temple of the Holy Spirit, and they need to work to survive and learn how to live by faith. 
