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           Maintaining Your Faith Daily by the Grace of God
Maintaining our spiritual health in our daily lives and focus should not be complicated but be kept free and simple by the basic tenants of the Grace of God.

It is so easy; especially if you are involved with a particular group, church, denomination, or organization; to get caught up in some new spiritual concept, tangent, diversity, insight, understanding, and focus, etc.  Even getting caught up in the end times, losing your spiritual balance by focusing away from the basics of Christianity, and getting side-tracked.

Keeping the faith in our daily walk of life is essential; so, we will not stumble. “John 13:34-35 NIV, Loving God, ourselves, and others as Jesus has loved us. 1 John 2:10 NIV, we will not stumble if we love God, each other, as Christ has loved us.” 

Keep our life free and clear of daily clutter:                                                            
1)  Confess our sins, ask Jesus’ forgiveness, forgive ourselves, and others by the blood of Jesus everyday to stay free, clean, and pure emotionally, mentally, and spiritually. Because we all will sin everyday until we die. We are spiritual beings, but we are also still human. “If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 1 John 1:8-9 NIV” It keeps our motor running smoothly by being clean, lean, free, and keeping short accounts with God by the Grace of God. 

2) “Forgive others who daily transgress against us; so, we will also be forgiven.

Matt 6: 14-15 NIV”. Forgiveness is a daily three step process: God, us, and others to be complete. We cannot live a happy, healthy, emotional, mental, and spiritual life without daily practicing our forgiveness; it is like spiritual breathing; our survival depends on it. [We are not talking about our salvation; it is secure]; but we are talking about living a healthy, uncomplicated, free, stable, and favor filled life with Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and God the Father by the Grace of God. It is His Grace and forgiveness that keeps us going freely.

3)  Practice the joy of the Lord by giving, honoring, thanking, and praising God continually for, in, and through all circumstances in our life. “Ps 31, Eph 5: 19-20 NIV. Be filled with the Holy Spirit, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, and making music to the Lord in your hearts, and giving thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

4)  Give your tithes and gifts to the Lord cheerfully by giving to the ministries that practice and live “the love of God, love each other, evangelize, and help the poor”. John 13: 34-35 NIV
5)  Confess with your mouth and agree with God’s favor and blessing what He says about you as a newborn again creation in Christ. “You are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. All old things have passed away and all things have become new.” Read the Bible regularly.
The Calvary Road by Roy Hession clearly writes about how we can live a simple spirit filled life by our confession and forgiveness, humbling ourselves, and making Jesus the Lord of Our life daily. 
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            Because of God’s Love we can Love Him and Others.
“We love God because He has first loved us and died for us I John 4:19”. No one can say they have loved God on their own and obeyed His commands without His Grace. He alone can fulfill every command that He issued to us. Our part is in humbling ourselves, accepting and receiving God’s love through Jesus, agreeing with God what he says about us in His Word, making the choices that will free us from sin, and live according to His plan, purpose, and covenant will.
His love is unfailing, and He will never leave us or forsake us after we invite Jesus into our heart as Savior and Lord. The Lord is the designer of our life, and He creates a way for us to meet Him, accept him, and accomplish His goals through us. When we choose to love God, ourselves, and one another as Jesus has loved us; then we are fulfilled and made whole in His righteousness as He promised us that “Love (His love) never fails”. Love is a choice and a command; not a feeling; but the feelings follow when we obey.
The first step to His love is to choose to ask His forgiveness; that opens the door to fellowship with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. He will deliver you from all your cares, worries, and indifference by His Grace.  He can make you into a kind and gentle person with power and persuasion that can break the bone because they are the words of God’s Love. “Through patience a ruler can be persuaded, and a gentle tongue can break the bone” Proverbs 25:15 NIV.
Grace cannot be explained, defined by logic, or rationale. It can only be experienced by giving ourselves to Jesus and allowing His Spirit and Presence to reveal and unfold His understanding, grace, mercy, peace, healing, and forgiveness as a gift. Someone once said, “If you can justify your journey by explaining it; then it is not grace. Gal 5:4” I have thought about that many times throughout my life and have concluded it is true. God’s Grace will be with us throughout eternity and will never be exhausted, totally understood, fully experienced, limited, reach the bottom, have an end, or be grasped by any one individual’s totally understanding and having arrived in the dimension of knowledge or concept. We can only keep on discovering, searching, and enjoying the Grace, Beauty, and Creation of God throughout all eternity.  

It can start now, today by humbling ourselves, inviting Jesus into our heart, and asking Him to forgive all our sins and making Him the Lord of our Life. Then we can start our journey of loving God, ourselves, and others as Jesus loved us. Jesus’ last command was “Love one another, as I have loved you.” John 13:34 NIV.                                                                                                                                  
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                          The Lord’s Obedient Servant
Isaiah 50:4-8 “(4) The Sovereign Lord has given me his words of wisdom, so that I know how to comfort the weary. Morning by morning he awakens me and opens my understanding to his will. (5) The Sovereign Lord has spoken to me, and I have listened. I have not rebelled or turned away. ……. (7) Because the Sovereign Lord helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore, I have set my face like a stone, determined to do his will. And I know that I will not be put to shame. (8) He who gives me justice is near. NLT”
A prophecy of Jesus foretold.
                                                     Proverbs-Wisdom
19: 1-29 NIV (1) “Better a poor man whose walk is blameless than a fool whose lips are perverse. (2) It is not good to have zeal without knowledge, nor to be hasty and miss the way. (3) A man’s own folly ruins his life, yet his heart rages against the Lord. (4) Wealth brings many friends, but a poor man’s friend deserts him. (5) A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who pours out lies will not go free. (6) Many curry favor with a ruler, and everyone is the friend of a man who gives gifts. (7) A poor man is shunned by all his relatives- how much more do his friends avoid him. Though he pursues them with pleading, they are nowhere to be found. (8) He who gets wisdom loves his own soul: he who cherishes understanding prospers. (9) A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who pours out lies will perish. (10) It is not fitting for a fool to live in luxury- how much worse for a slave to rule over princes. (11) A man’s wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to look over an offense. (12) A king’s rage is like the roar of a lion, but his favor is like the dew on the grass. (13) A foolish son is his father’s ruin, and a quarrelsome wife is like a constant dripping. (14) Houses and wealth are inherited from parents, but a prudent wife is from the Lord. (15) Laziness brings on a deep sleep, and the shiftless man goes hungry. (16) He who obeys instructions guards his life, but he who is contemptuous of his ways will die. (17) He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done.  (18) Discipline your son, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to his death. (19) A hot-tempered man must pay the penalty: if you rescue him, you will have to do it again. (20) Listen to advise and accept instruction, and in the end you will be wise. (21) Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails. (22) What a man desires is unfailing love; better to be poor than a liar. (23) The fear of the Lord leads to life: then one rests content, untouched, by trouble. (24) The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he will not even bring it back to his mouth. (25) Flog a mocker, and the simple will learn prudence; rebuke a discerning man, and he will gain knowledge. (26) He who robs his father and drives out his mother is a son who brings shame and disgrace. (27) Stop listening to instruction, my son, and you will stray from the words of knowledge. (28) A corrupt witness mocks at justice, and the mouth of the wicked gulps down evil. (29) Penalties are prepared for mockers, and beatings for the backs of fools.
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          Jesus came not to Judge the World but to Save the World
John 12:46-50 “I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness. And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world.”
48-49 “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.  For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave me a command, what I should say and what I should speak.”

50 “And I know that His command is everlasting life.  Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told me, so I speak.”
Jesus died for the whole world, and He came to save the world by His love.  His arms are open to all people, and He wants to save all of us; not condemn or destroy us.
                 The Fruit and Life by the Spirit
Freedom in Christ Jesus is our model presented to us in Galatians 5. 1)  It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
13)  You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14)  The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  15)  If you keep on biting and devouring each another, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 
Life by the Spirit

16)  So, I say, live by the spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17)  For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the spirit, and the spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.  They conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18)  But if you are led by the spirit, you are not under the law……. 22)  But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self control.  Against such there is no law.  24)  Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25)  Since we live by the spirit, let us keep in step with the spirit. 26)  Let us not become conceited, provoking, and envying each other. NIV
“Those who are led by the Spirit of God they are the sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of Sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.”  Rom 8:14-17
______________________________________________
                         How We Can Glorify God
Glorifying God in a way that makes sense and brings balance to our relationship with Him sometimes seems complicated.  When we love God the way He commands it takes away the confusion and brings clarity to our relationship, purpose, and God’s plan for our life.  
In John 15:7-17 Jesus clears up what sometimes seems unclear and a bit of a mystery of His Glory.
“If you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted!  When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father. 7-8
I have loved you even as the father has loved me. Remain in my love. When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my father’s commandments and remain in his love. I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow!  This is my commandment: love each other. 9-12

There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command.  I no longer call you slaves because a master does not confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the father has told me. You didn’t choose me.  I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name.  This is my command: love each other. 13-17” NLT   
God loves you!  We can love Him because He loved us first and we can trust Him to be faithful to meet all our needs.
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                       Thank and Praise God for all Things 
The best, easiest, most simplistic, and effortless thing you can do for a victorious day in 2013 and beyond is to learn to praise God in and for all things in Christ Jesus. People get hung up with terminology about whether they should praise God even for bad things they are going through. Let’s face it: we are going to go through trials and tribulations anyway daily. You might as well arm yourself with God’s presence, grace, and favor and learn how to defeat the enemy boldly and beautifully with God’s grace.

Get in the habit of praising God for all things that you are going through. Don’t get hung up with trivial terminology issues because you will not get the benefit of the full joy of the Lord. You can’t go to the doctor every time you feel less than perfect because 1) you can’t afford it 2) you don’t have the time 3) you can’t rely on others to do what God wants you to learn to do for yourself 4) it won’t make the circumstances go away 5) it beats having a pity party which is a wasting of yours and everyone’s time 6) it beats and bests boredom at a moments notice 7) it takes away depression almost instantly 8) and it fuels your day with energy, blessings, a great positive attitude, causes you to forget your misery, helps you get in the right mind set for the day, and yes it takes away the pain of what you were suffering from before you started praising the Lord. Hum, can’t even remember what I was so upset about, bored, worried, and troubled in the first place.  I’d say that is a real remedy for 95% of what ails us; in our daily difficulties; wouldn’t you? 

Confess daily that you have Jesus’ favor in every area of your life because of Jesus. I have favor with Jesus because of His grace, with God the father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, the angels, all the hosts of heaven, and myself. I have favor in all my relationships, my family, my parents, brothers and sisters, my spouse, my children, my in-laws, my ex-in-laws, my employer, my fellow employees, all their clients. I have Jesus’ favor for a healthy body, sound mind, good emotional health, and great loving positive attitude toward God, myself, and others. Doing this says to God we trust, have faith, and acknowledge that He is the Lord over all things in Heaven and Earth. 
What we are doing is agreeing with God what He says about us as a newborn again creation and believer in Christ Jesus. God made us in His image to think and be as He is in Heaven. It is free, it keeps you away from the doctor’s office, gives you vital energy, and it makes you free to be who we are called to be in Christ Jesus. It makes us more pleasant to be around and people enjoy us more, and it sets a good example of love that Jesus commanded us to walk in daily to love God, yourself, and your neighbors. I am not advocating you don’t see your doctor regularly as needed. I want you to experience the joy of the Lord by freely praising Him daily. 
Thank and praise God for everything good and bad; because you are not going to change it any other way; but praising God will change your attitude, perspective, and set things for you to have a great prosperous day! The joy of the Lord replaces all the ungodly things in our life that are unfitting for a Christian to have or do and strengthens us to serve God faithfully. Say it verbally in your private prayer time; so, you and God can both hear it. It communicates both a desire and an act of obedience that honors God.
